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I am praying for them
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
PREPARATION

INVOCATION
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

CONFESSION
Pastor If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 
Congregation O Lord, who could stand?

Pastor But with You there is forgiveness;
Congregation therefore You are feared.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Pastor O almighty God, merciful Father, 
Congregation I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now and forever. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 



ABSOLUTION
Pastor Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.

Congregation Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (Stanzas 1 – 3) 
1. Alleluia! Sing to Jesus: 

His the scepter, his the throne:
Alleluia! His the triumph,
His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
Thunder like a mighty flood:
”Jesus out of every nation
Has redeemed us by his blood.”

2. Alleluia! Not as orphans
Are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! He is near us:
Faith believes, nor questions how.
Though the cloud from sight received Him
When the forty days were o’er,
Shall our hearts forget His promise:
”I am with you evermore”?



Alleluia! Bread of heaven, 
Here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! Here the sinful 
Flee to you from day to day.
Intercessor, friend of sinners,
Earth’s redeemer, hear our plea
Where the songs of all the sinless
Sweep across the crystal sea.

KYRIE          Lord, have mercy on us; Christ have mercy on us; 
                     Lord, have mercy on us.



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God, we give You thanks and praise; 
Of heavenly joy and earthly peace we sing.
We worship You, to You our hearts we raise,
Lord God, almighty Father, heavenly King.
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, 
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin.
O Lamb of God, Your glorious victory won,
Receive our prayer, grant us Your peace within.
Alone, O Christ, You only are the Lord, 
At God’s right hand in majesty most high:
Who, with the Spirit worshiped and adored,
With all the heav’nly host we glorify.



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And with your spirit.
Pastor O King of glory, Lord of hosts,

uplifted in triumph far above all heavens,
leave us not without consolation

but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the 
Father;

for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.



READINGS
First Reading Acts 1:12 – 26 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath 
day's journey away.13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were 
staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James 
the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James.14 All these with one accord were 
devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his 
brothers.
15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) 
and said,16 "Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the 
mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus.17 For he was 
numbered among us and was allotted his 

share in this ministry."18 (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling 
headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out.19 And it became known to all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of 
Blood.)20 "For it is written in the Book of Psalms,

"'May his camp become desolate,
and let there be no one to dwell in it';

and
"'Let another take his office.'



21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in 
and out among us,22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up 
from us---one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection."23 And they put 
forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias.24 And they 
prayed and said, "You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have 
chosen25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to 
his own place."26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered 
with the eleven apostles.

After the reading:
Lector This is the Word of the Lord
Congregation Thanks be to God.



Epistle 1 Peter 4:12 – 19; 5:6 – 11 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you.13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you 
may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you 
are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.15 But let none of you suffer as a 
murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler.16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.17 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of 
God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?18 

And

"If the righteous is scarcely saved,
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?"

19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while 
doing good….
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt 
you,7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your 
adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.9 Resist him, firm in your 
faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout 
the world.10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.11 To him be the 
dominion forever and ever. Amen.

After the reading:

Lector This is the Word of the Lord
Congregation Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter seventeen, beginning at verse one.
Congregation Glory to You, O Lord.

1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, "Father, the hour has come; 
glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you,2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life 
to all whom you have given him.3 And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent.4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do.5 And now, 
Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed.
6 "I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you 
gave them to me, and they have kept your word.7 Now they know that everything that you have given me is from 
you.8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in 
truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for 
the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours.10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, 
and I am glorified in them.11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. 
Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one.”

After the reading:
Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord
Congregation Praise to You, O Christ.



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.



HYMN OF THE DAY Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (Stanzas 4 – 5)

Alleluia! King eternal, 
Lord omnipotent we own
Alleluia! Born of Mary, 
Earth your footstool, Heaven your throne.
As within the veil you entered, 
Robed in flesh, our great high priest,
Here on earth both priest and victim
In the eucharistic feast.

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus: 
His the scepter, His the throne:
Alleluia! His the triumph,
His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
Thunder like a mighty flood:
”Jesus out of every nation
Has redeemed us by His blood.”



SERMON
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs.
after each portion of the prayer:
Pastor Lord, in Your mercy,
Congregation hear our prayer.
Pastor   Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Congregation Amen.



LITANY (Sung)
Pastor In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For Pastor Holsten, our Pastor in Christ, for all the servants of the 

church and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.



Pastor For our public servants, for the government and those who protect 
us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good 
deed, let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection 

in this and every place let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people 
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 
mercy let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, 

and for peaceful times let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.



Pastor For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need let us 
pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ Let us 

give thanks to the Lord.
Congregation Alleluia.
Pastor Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
(Silence for meditation) 
Pastor Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, 

one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord.
Congregation To You, O Lord.



Pastor O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 
just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear 
of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the 
merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, God forever.

Congregation Amen.



Pastor Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name;
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Pastor Let us bless the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
PRAYER
Pastor Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we 

cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 
where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Congregation Amen.
BLESSING
Pastor The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the ✠ Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Congregation Amen.



CLOSING HYMN  AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL

1. O beautiful for spacious skies, For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties, Above the fruited plain!
America! America! God shed His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood From sea to shining sea. 

2.O beautiful for pilgrim feet, Whose stern impassioned stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat across the wilderness!
America! America! God mend thine every flaw, 
Confirm thy soul with self-control, Thy liberty in law.

3. O beautiful for heroes proved In liberating strife,
Who more than self their country loved, And mercy more than life!
America! America! May God thy gold refine, 
Till all success be nobleness, And every gain divine.

4. O beautiful for patriot dream That sees, beyond the years,
Thine alabaster cities gleam, Undimmed by human tears!
America! America! God shed His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood  From sea to shining sea.


