
Third Sunday after Pentecost
And Father’s Day

June 21, 2020

At Home Worship
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Closter, New Jersey  Fear not,…
you are of more value than 
many sparrows

Matthew 10:31



Our service today is taken from Hymnal Supplement ’98.

A Prayer for Trinity Sunday: Almighty God, you have revealed Yourself to us through Your Word as one God in three persons. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, we accept in faith all the teachings of Your Word. We praise You, holy Father, for creating us and 
caring for all You have made. We praise You, Jesus Christ, for graciously giving Your life to save us from sin, death, and the 
power of the devil. We praise You, Holy Spirit, for calling us by the Gospel and keeping us in faith through Word and 
Sacraments. Help us to worship You, Holy Trinity, in the company of believers on earth until we praise You forever in the glory 
of heaven. Amen.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PREPARATION

INVOCATION
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

CONFESSION
Pastor If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 
Congregation O Lord, who could stand?

Pastor But with You there is forgiveness;
Congregation therefore You are feared.



Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Pastor O almighty God, merciful Father, 
Congregation I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now and forever. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 

ABSOLUTION
Pastor Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.

Congregation Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN Blessed Jesus, at Your Word

1 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word
We are gathered all to hear You;
Let our hearts and souls be stirred
Now to seek and love and fear You,
By Your teachings sweet and holy,
Drawn from earth to love You solely.  

2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight
Lie in deepest darkness shrouded,
'Till Your Spirit breaks our night
With the beams of truth unclouded.
You alone to God can win us;
You must work all good within us.

3 Gracious Savior, good and kind,
Light of Light, from God proceeding;
Open now our heart and mind,
Help us by Your Spirit's pleading;
Hear the cry Your Church now raises,
Hear and bless our prayers and praises.



4 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Praise to You and adoration!
Grant that we may trust Your Word 
Confident of our salvation,
While we here below must wander,
'Till we sing Your praises yonder.



KYRIE          Lord, have mercy on us; Christ have mercy on us; 
                     Lord, have mercy on us.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

Glory to God, we give You thanks and praise; 
Of heavenly joy and earthly peace we sing.
We worship You, to You our hearts we raise,
Lord God, almighty Father, heavenly King.
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, 
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin.
O Lamb of God, Your glorious victory won,
Receive our prayer, grant us Your peace within.
Alone, O Christ, You only are the Lord, 
At God’s right hand in majesty most high:
Who, with the Spirit worshiped and adored,
With all the heav’nly host we glorify.



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And with your spirit.
Pastor: O God,

Because Your abiding presence always goes with us,
keep us aware of Your daily mercies

that we may live secure and content in Your eternal love;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.



READINGS
Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 20:7 – 13 

7 O LORD, you have deceived me,
and I was deceived;

you are stronger than I,
and you have prevailed.

I have become a laughingstock all the day;
everyone mocks me.

8 For whenever I speak, I cry out,
I shout, "Violence and destruction!"

For the word of the LORD has become for me
a reproach and derision all day long.

9 If I say, "I will not mention him,
or speak any more in his name,"

there is in my heart as it were a burning fire
shut up in my bones,

and I am weary with holding it in,
and I cannot.

10 For I hear many whispering.
Terror is on every side!

"Denounce him! Let us denounce him!"
say all my close friends,
watching for my fall.



"Perhaps he will be deceived;
then we can overcome him
and take our revenge on him."

11 But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble;
they will not overcome me.

They will be greatly shamed,
for they will not succeed.

Their eternal dishonor
will never be forgotten.

12 O LORD of hosts, who tests the righteous,
who sees the heart and the mind,

let me see your vengeance upon them,
for to you have I committed my cause.

13 Sing to the LORD;
praise the LORD!

For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hand of evildoers.

After the reading:

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord
Congregation: Thanks be to God.



Epistle Reading: Romans 6:12 – 23 

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions.13 Do not present your 
members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have 
been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness.14 For sin 
will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!16 Do you not know 
that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, 
either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?17 But thanks be to 
God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of 
teaching to which you were committed,18 and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of 
righteousness.19 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you 
once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so 
now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.

20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.21 But what fruit were you 
getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is 
death.22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get 
leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

After the reading:
Lector This is the Word of the Lord
Congregation Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter ten beginning at verse five.
Congregation: Glory to You, O Lord.

These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, …
21 Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and 

children will rise against parents and have them put to death,22 and you will be 
hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be 
saved.23 When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to 
you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man 
comes.

24 "A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master.25 It is enough 
for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have 
called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those 
of his household.



26 "So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden 
that will not be known.27 What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you 
hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops.28 And do not fear those who kill the 
body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body 
in hell.29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to 
the ground apart from your Father.30 But even the hairs of your head are all 
numbered.31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.32 So 
everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my 
Father who is in heaven,33 but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny 
before my Father who is in heaven.

After the reading:

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord
Congregation: Praise to You, O Christ.



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.



HYMN OF THE DAY Children of the Heavenly Father
1. Children of the heavenly Father

Safely in His bosom gather;
Nestling bird nor star in heaven
Such a refuge e’er was given.

2. God His own doth tend and nourish;
In His holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them;
In His mighty arms He bears them.

3. Neither life nor death shall ever
From the Lord His children sever;
Unto them His grace He showeth,
And their sorrows all He knoweth.

4. Though He giveth or He taketh,
God His children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely
To preserve them pure and holy.



SERMON

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs.
after each portion of the prayer:
Pastor Lord, in Your mercy,
Congregation hear our prayer.
Pastor   Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Congregation Amen.



LITANY (Sung)
Pastor In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For Pastor Holsten, our Pastor in Christ, for all the servants of the 

church and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.



Pastor For our public servants, for the government and those who protect 
us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good 
deed, let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection 

in this and every place let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people 
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 
mercy let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, 

and for peaceful times let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.



Pastor For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need let us 
pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ Let us 

give thanks to the Lord.
Congregation Alleluia.
Pastor Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
(Silence for meditation) 
Pastor Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, 

one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord.
Congregation To You, O Lord.



Pastor O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 
just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear 
of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the 
merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, God forever.

Congregation Amen.



Pastor Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name;
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Pastor Let us bless the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
PRAYER
Pastor Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we 

cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 
where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Congregation Amen.
BLESSING
Pastor The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the ✠ Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Congregation Amen.



CLOSING HYMN  How Great Thou Art
1. O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder

Consider all the works thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed;

Refrain Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!

2. When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; (Refrain)

3. But when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in,
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing
He bled and died to take away my sin; (Refrain)

4. When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim, “My God, how great Thou art!” (Refrain)


