
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

June 28, 2020

At Home Worship
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Closter, New Jersey  I have not come 
to bring peace,
but a sword.

Matthew 10:34



Our service today is taken from Hymnal Supplement ’98.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PREPARATION

INVOCATION
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

CONFESSION
Pastor If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 
Congregation O Lord, who could stand?

Pastor But with You there is forgiveness;
Congregation therefore You are feared.



Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Pastor O almighty God, merciful Father, 
Congregation I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now and forever. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 

ABSOLUTION
Pastor Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.

Congregation Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN Great Is Thy Faithfulness
1. Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;

There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.

Refrain: Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain.

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain

Words by Thomas Chisholm, Music by William Runyan © 1923 renewal 1951 Hope 
Pub. Co. Carol Stream, IL. Used under license number 64121



KYRIE          Lord, have mercy on us; Christ have mercy on us; 
                     Lord, have mercy on us.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

Glory to God, we give You thanks and praise; 
Of heavenly joy and earthly peace we sing.
We worship You, to You our hearts we raise,
Lord God, almighty Father, heavenly King.
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, 
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin.
O Lamb of God, Your glorious victory won,
Receive our prayer, grant us Your peace within.
Alone, O Christ, You only are the Lord, 
At God’s right hand in majesty most high:
Who, with the Spirit worshiped and adored,
With all the heav’nly host we glorify.



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And with your spirit.
Pastor: Almighty God,

by the working of Your Holy Spirit,
grant that we may gladly hear Your Word proclaimed among us

and follow its directing;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.



READINGS
Old Testament Reading:  Jeremiah 28:5 – 9 

5 Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet in the presence of the 
priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the LORD,6 and the 
prophet Jeremiah said, "Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD make the words 
that you have prophesied come true, and bring back to this place from Babylon the 
vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles.7 Yet hear now this word that I 
speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people.8 The prophets who 
preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence 
against many countries and great kingdoms.9 As for the prophet who prophesies 
peace, when the word of that prophet comes to pass, then it will be known that the 
LORD has truly sent the prophet."

After the reading:

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord
Congregation: Thanks be to God.



Epistle Reading: Romans 7:1 – 13 

1 Or do you not know, brothers---for I am speaking to those who know the law---that the law is binding on a person 
only as long as he lives?2 For a married woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband 
dies she is released from the law of marriage.3 Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with 
another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries 
another man she is not an adulteress.

4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, 
to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God.5 For while we were living in 
the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death.6 But now 
we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the 
Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.

7 What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known 
sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, "You shall not covet."8 But sin, seizing 
an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. For apart from the law, sin 
lies dead.9 I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive and I died.10 

The very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me.11 For sin, seizing an opportunity through 
the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me.12 So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and 
righteous and good.

13 Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing death in me through what is 
good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the commandment might become sinful beyond 
measure.

After the reading:
Lector This is the Word of the Lord
Congregation Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter ten beginning at verse thirty-four.
Congregation Glory to You, O Lord.

34 [Jesus said] "Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to 
bring peace, but a sword.35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a 
daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.36 And a 
person's enemies will be those of his own household.37 Whoever loves father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is 
not worthy of me.38 And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me.39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

40 "Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me.41 

The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, 
and the one who receives a righteous person because he is a righteous person will 
receive a righteous person's reward.42 And whoever gives one of these little ones even a 
cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his 
reward."



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.



HYMN OF THE DAY Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens
1. Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens, Let Your Word to me come near;

Newborn life and spirit give me, Let each promise still my fear.
Death’s dread pow’r, its inward strife, Wars against Your Word of life;
Fill me Lord with love’s strong fervor That I cling to You forever!

2. Oh, what blessing to be near You And to listen to Your voice!
Let me ever love and hear You, Let Your Word be now my choice!
Many hardened sinners, Lord, Flee in terror at Your Word;
But to all who feel sin’s burden You give words of peace and pardon.

3. Lord, Your words are waters living When my thirsting spirit pleads;
Lord, Your words are bread life giving, On Your words my spirit feeds.
Lord, Your words will be my light Thro’ death’s cold and dreary night; 
Yes, they are my sword prevailing And my cup of joy unfailing!

4. As I pray, dear Jesus hear me; Let Your words in me take root,
May your Spirit e’er be near me That I bear abundant fruit 
May I daily sing Your praise, From my heart glad anthems raise,
Till my highest praise is given In the endless joy of heaven.



SERMON

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs.
after each portion of the prayer:
Pastor Lord, in Your mercy,
Congregation hear our prayer.
Pastor   Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Congregation Amen.



LITANY (Sung)
Pastor In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For Pastor Holsten, our Pastor in Christ, for all the servants of the 

church and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.



Pastor For our public servants, for the government and those who protect 
us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good 
deed, let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection 

in this and every place let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people 
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 
mercy let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, 

and for peaceful times let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.



Pastor For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need let us 
pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ Let us 

give thanks to the Lord.
Congregation Alleluia.
Pastor Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
(Silence for meditation) 
Pastor Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, 

one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord.
Congregation To You, O Lord.



Pastor O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 
just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear 
of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the 
merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, God forever.

Congregation Amen.



Pastor Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name;
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Pastor Let us bless the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
PRAYER
Pastor Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we 

cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 
where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Congregation Amen.
BLESSING
Pastor The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the ✠ Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Congregation Amen.



CLOSING HYMN Abide O, Dearest Jesus
1. Abide, O dearest Jesus,

Among us with Your grace,
That Satan may not harm us,
Nor we to sin give place.

2. Abide, O dear Redeemer,
Among us with Your Word,
And thus now and hereafter
True peace and joy afford.

3. Abide with heav’nly brightness
Among us, precious Light;
Your truth direct and keep us
From error’s gloomy night.



4.  Abide with richest blessings
Among us, bounteous Lord;
Let us in grace and wisdom
Grow daily through Your Word.
5.  Abide with Your protection
Among us, Lord, our Strength,
Lest world and Satan fell us
And overcome at length.
6.  Abide, O faithful Savior,
Among us with Your love;
Grant steadfastness, and help us
To reach our home above.


