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Our service today is taken from Hymnal Supplement ’98.

A Prayer for Trinity Sunday: Almighty God, you have revealed Yourself to us through Your Word as one God in three persons. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, we accept in faith all the teachings of Your Word. We praise You, holy Father, for creating us and 
caring for all You have made. We praise You, Jesus Christ, for graciously giving Your life to save us from sin, death, and the 
power of the devil. We praise You, Holy Spirit, for calling us by the Gospel and keeping us in faith through Word and 
Sacraments. Help us to worship You, Holy Trinity, in the company of believers on earth until we praise You forever in the glory 
of heaven. Amen.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PREPARATION

INVOCATION
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

CONFESSION
Pastor If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 
Congregation O Lord, who could stand?

Pastor But with You there is forgiveness;
Congregation therefore You are feared.



Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Pastor O almighty God, merciful Father, 
Congregation I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now and forever. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 

ABSOLUTION
Pastor Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.

Congregation Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

1. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity!

2. Holy, holy, holy, All the saints adore Thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee;
Which wert and art, and ever-more shalt be.

3. Holy, holy, holy, Tho’ the darkness hide Thee,
Tho’ the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see,
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee
Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity.

4. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity.



KYRIE          Lord, have mercy on us; Christ have mercy on us; 
                     Lord, have mercy on us.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

Glory to God, we give You thanks and praise; 
Of heavenly joy and earthly peace we sing.
We worship You, to You our hearts we raise,
Lord God, almighty Father, heavenly King.
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, 
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin.
O Lamb of God, Your glorious victory won,
Receive our prayer, grant us Your peace within.
Alone, O Christ, You only are the Lord, 
At God’s right hand in majesty most high:
Who, with the Spirit worshiped and adored,
With all the heav’nly host we glorify.



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And with your spirit.
Pastor: Almighty and everlasting God,

You have given us grace
to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity

by the confession of a true faith
and to worship the Unity in the power of the Divine 

Majesty.
Keep us steadfast in this faith

and defend us from all adversities;
for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign,

one God, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.



READINGS
Old Testament Reading: Genesis 1:1 – 2:4a

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was 
over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

3 And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.4 And God saw that the light was good. And God separated 
the light from the darkness.5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the first day.

6 And God said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters."7 

And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were 
above the expanse. And it was so.8 And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the second day.

9 And God said, "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear." 
And it was so.10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And 
God saw that it was good.

11 And God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their 
seed, each according to its kind, on the earth." And it was so.12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding 
seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And 
God saw that it was good.13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.And God said, "Let there 
be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for 
seasons, and for days and years,15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the 
earth." And it was so.



16 And God made the two great lights---the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night---and the 
stars.17 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth,18 to rule over the day and over 
the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.19 And there was evening 
and there was morning, the fourth day.

20 And God said, "Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 
expanse of the heavens."21 So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with 
which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that 
it was good.22 And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 
multiply on the earth."23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

24 And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds---livestock and creeping things and 
beasts of the earth according to their kinds." And it was so.25 And God made the beasts of the earth according to 
their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its 
kind. And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth."

27 So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.



And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue 
it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth."29 And God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant 
yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall 
have them for food.30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food." And it was so.31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it 
was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.2 And on the seventh day 
God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that 
he had done.3 So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from 
all his work that he had done in creation.

4 These are the generations

of the heavens and the earth when they were created,

After the reading:

Lector This is the Word of the Lord
Congregation Thanks be to God.



Second Reading Acts 2:14a, 22 – 36 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them:…
22 "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders 

and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know---23 this Jesus, delivered up according to 
the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.24 God raised 
him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.25 For David says 
concerning him,

"'I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;

26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
my flesh also will dwell in hope.

27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One see corruption.

28 You have made known to me the paths of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.'

29 "Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his 
tomb is with us to this day.30 Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that 
he would set one of his descendants on his throne,31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, 
that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption.32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we 
all are witnesses.33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing.34 For David did not 
ascend into the heavens, but he himself says,



"'The Lord said to my Lord,
Sit at my right hand,

35 until I make your enemies your footstool.'
36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ, this 

Jesus whom you crucified.

After the reading:

Lector This is the Word of the Lord
Congregation Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew chapter twenty-eight, beginning at 
verse sixteen.

Congregation Glory to You, O Lord.



16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them.17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted.18 

And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,20 teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age."

After the reading:

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord
Congregation Praise to You, O Christ.



Sermon

 The First Article of the Apostles’ Creed  
(And Luther’s Small Catechism Explanation)
 Creation
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean?  I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has 
given me my body and soul, eyes, ears and all my members, my reason and all my 
senses, and still takes care of them.

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and 
children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that 
I need to support this body and life.
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil.



All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any 
merit or worthiness in me.  For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and 
obey Him.

This is most certainly true.
Sing:
We all believe in one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Ever-present Help in need, Praised by all the heav’nly host,
All He made His love enfolds, All creation He upholds.

The Second Article (and Luther’s Explanation)
 Redemption

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the 
dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father 
Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.



What does this mean?  I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the 
Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, Who 
has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all 
sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with 
His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death,

That I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in 
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness,

Just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most 
certainly true.

Sing:
We all believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s Son,
Who descended from His throne And for us salvation won;
By whose cross and death are we Rescued from all misery.



The Third Article (and Luther’s Explanation)
 Sanctification

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

What does this mean?  I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength 
believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me 
by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me the true faith.

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian 
church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of 
all believers.

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me 
and all believers in Christ.

This is most certainly true.



Sing:

We all confess the Holy Ghost, Who from both in truth proceeds;
Who sustains and comforts us In all trials, fears, and needs.
Blessed Holy Trinity, Praise forever be to Thee!



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs.
after each portion of the prayer:
Pastor Lord, in Your mercy,
Congregation hear our prayer.
Pastor   Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Congregation Amen.



LITANY (Sung)
Pastor In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For Pastor Holsten, our Pastor in Christ, for all the servants of the 

church and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.



Pastor For our public servants, for the government and those who protect 
us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good 
deed, let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection 

in this and every place let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people 
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 
mercy let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, 

and for peaceful times let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.



Pastor For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need let us 
pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ Let us 

give thanks to the Lord.
Congregation Alleluia.
Pastor Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
(Silence for meditation) 
Pastor Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, 

one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord.
Congregation To You, O Lord.



Pastor O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 
just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear 
of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the 
merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, God forever.

Congregation Amen.



Pastor Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name;
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Pastor Let us bless the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
PRAYER
Pastor Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we 

cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 
where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Congregation Amen.
BLESSING
Pastor The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the ✠ Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Congregation Amen.



CLOSING HYMN  Glory Be to God the Father
1. Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son,

Glory be to God the Spirit; Great Jehovah, Three in One!
Glory, glory, While eternal ages run!

2. Glory be to Him who loved us, Washed us from each spot and stain;
Glory be to Him who bought us, Made us kings with Him to reign!
Glory, glory, To the Lamb that once was slain!

3. Glory to the King of angels, Glory to the Church’s King,
Glory to the King of nations; Heav’n and earth, your praises bring!
Glory, glory, To the King of Glory sing!

4. Glory, blessing, praise eternal! Thus the choir of angels sings;
Honor, riches, pow’r, dominion! Thus its praise creation bring.
Glory, glory, Glory to the King of kings!


