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My burden is light.
                          Matthew 11:30



Our service today is taken from Hymnal Supplement ’98.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PREPARATION

INVOCATION
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

CONFESSION
Pastor If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 
Congregation O Lord, who could stand?

Pastor But with You there is forgiveness;
Congregation therefore You are feared.



Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Pastor O almighty God, merciful Father, 
Congregation I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now and forever. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 

ABSOLUTION
Pastor Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.

Congregation Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN Blessed Jesus, at Your Word
1 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word
We are gathered all to hear You;
Let our hearts and souls be stirred
Now to seek and love and fear You,
By Your teachings, sweet and holy,
Drawn from earth to love You solely.  

2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight
Lie in deepest darkness shrouded,
'Till Your Spirit breaks our night
With the beams of truth unclouded.
You alone to God can win us;
You must work all good within us.



3 Gracious Savior, good and kind,
Light of Light, from God proceeding;
Open now our heart and mind,
Help us by Your Spirit's pleading;
Hear the cry Your Church now raises,
Hear and bless our prayers and praises.
4 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Praise to You and adoration!
Grant that we may trust Your Word, 
Confident of our salvation,
While we here below must wander,
'Till we sing Your praises yonder.



KYRIE          Lord, have mercy on us; Christ have mercy on us; 
                     Lord, have mercy on us.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

Glory to God, we give You thanks and praise; 
Of heavenly joy and earthly peace we sing.
We worship You, to You our hearts we raise,
Lord God, almighty Father, heavenly King.
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, 
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin.
O Lamb of God, Your glorious victory won,
Receive our prayer, grant us Your peace within.
Alone, O Christ, You only are the Lord, 
At God’s right hand in majesty most high:
Who, with the Spirit worshiped and adored,
With all the heav’nly host we glorify.



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And with your spirit.
Pastor Almighty God, 

Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our 
redemption.

Grant us courage to take up our cross daily
and follow Him wherever He leads us;

through the same, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
Congregation Amen.



READINGS
Old Testament Reading:  Jeremiah 15:15 – 21 

15 O LORD, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and take vengeance for me on my persecutors.

In your forbearance take me not away;
know that for your sake I bear reproach.

16 Your words were found, and I ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart,

for I am called by your name,
O LORD, God of hosts.

17 I did not sit in the company of revelers,
nor did I rejoice;

I sat alone, because your hand was upon me,
for you had filled me with indignation.

18 Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?

Will you be to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail?



19 Therefore thus says the LORD:
"If you return, I will restore you,

and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,

you shall be as my mouth.
They shall turn to you,

but you shall not turn to them.
20 And I will make you to this people

a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,

but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you

to save you and deliver you, declares the LORD.
21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,

and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless."

After the reading:

Lector This is the Word of the Lord
Congregation Thanks be to God.



Epistle Reading: Romans 12:9 – 21 
9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.10 Love one 

another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.11 Do not 
be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.12 Rejoice in hope, be 
patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.13 Contribute to the needs of the 
saints and seek to show hospitality.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.15 Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, weep with those who weep.16 Live in harmony with one another. Do 
not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.17 

Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of 
all.18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.19 Beloved, 
never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, 
"Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord."20 To the contrary, "if your enemy 
is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing 
you will heap burning coals on his head."21 Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good

After the reading:
Lector This is the Word of the Lord
Congregation Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter sixteen beginning at verse twenty one.

Congregation Glory to You, O Lord.
21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from 

the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.22 And Peter took 
him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you."23 

But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not 
setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man."

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 
and follow me.25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it.26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a 
man give in return for his soul?27 For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his 
Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done.28 Truly, I say to you, there are 
some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom."

After the reading:
Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord
Congregation Praise to You, O Christ.



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.



HYMN OF THE DAY WHEN I BEHOLD JESUS CHRIST

1. When I behold Jesus Christ, True God who died for me,
I wonder much at His love As He hung on the tree.

Refrain: What kind of love is this? What kind of love is this?
You showed Your love, Jesus, there To me on Calvary.
What kind of love is this? What kind of love is this?
You showed Your love, Jesus, there To me on Calvary.

2. For me You gave all Your love, For me You suffered pain;
I find no words, nothing can Your selflessness explain. 
Refrain.

3. You had no sin, holy Lord, But You were tortured, tried;
On Golgotha there for all My sins You bled and died. Refrain.

4. What love is this? Greater love No one has ever known.
My life with God – this I owe To You, and You alone. Refrain.



SERMON

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs.
after each portion of the prayer:
Pastor Lord, in Your mercy,
Congregation hear our prayer.
Pastor   Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Congregation Amen.



LITANY (Sung)
Pastor In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For Pastor Holsten, our Pastor in Christ, for all the servants of the 

church and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.



Pastor For our public servants, for the government and those who protect 
us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good 
deed, let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection 

in this and every place let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people 
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 
mercy let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, 

and for peaceful times let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.



Pastor For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need let us 
pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ Let us 

give thanks to the Lord.
Congregation Alleluia.
Pastor Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
(Silence for meditation) 
Pastor Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, 

one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord.
Congregation To You, O Lord.



Pastor O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 
just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear 
of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the 
merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, God forever.

Congregation Amen.



Pastor Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name;
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Pastor Let us bless the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
PRAYER
Pastor Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we 

cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 
where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Congregation Amen.
BLESSING
Pastor The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the ✠ Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Congregation Amen.



CLOSING HYMN Abide O, Dearest Jesus
1. Abide, O dearest Jesus,

Among us with Your grace,
That Satan may not harm us,
Nor we to sin give place.

2. Abide, O dear Redeemer,
Among us with Your Word,
And thus now and hereafter
True peace and joy afford.

3. Abide with heav’nly brightness
Among us, precious Light;
Your truth direct and keep us
From error’s gloomy night.



Abide with richest blessings
Among us, bounteous Lord;
Let us in grace and wisdom
Grow daily through Your Word.

Abide with Your protection
Among us, Lord, our Strength,
Lest world and Satan fell us
And overcome at length.

Abide, O faithful Savior,
Among us with Your love;
Grant steadfastness, and help us
To reach our home above.


