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My burden is light.
                          Matthew 11:30



Our service today is taken from Hymnal Supplement ’98.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PREPARATION

INVOCATION
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

CONFESSION
Pastor If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 
Congregation O Lord, who could stand?

Pastor But with You there is forgiveness;
Congregation therefore You are feared.



Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Pastor O almighty God, merciful Father, 
Congregation I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now and forever. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 

ABSOLUTION
Pastor Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.

Congregation Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN Earth and All Stars!
1. Earth and all stars! Loud rushing planets! 

Sing to the Lord a new song!
Oh, victory! Loud shouting army! 
Sing to the Lord a new song!

Refrain He has done marvelous things. 
I too will praise him with a new song!

2. Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blowing snowstorm! 
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Flowers and trees! Loud rustling dry leaves! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain.

3. Trumpets and pipes! Loud clashing cymbals! 
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud humming cellos! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain.



1. Engines and steel! Loud pounding hammers! 
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Limestone and beams! Loud building workers! 
Sing to the Lord a new song. Refrain.

2. Classrooms and labs! Loud boiling test tubes! 
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Athlete and band! Loud cheering people! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain.

3. Knowledge and truth! Loud sounding wisdom! 
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Daughter and son! Loud praying members! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain.

4. Children of God, Dying and rising,
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Heaven and earth, Hosts everlasting,
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain.



KYRIE          Lord, have mercy on us; Christ have mercy on us; 
                     Lord, have mercy on us.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

Glory to God, we give You thanks and praise; 
Of heavenly joy and earthly peace we sing.
We worship You, to You our hearts we raise,
Lord God, almighty Father, heavenly King.
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, 
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin.
O Lamb of God, Your glorious victory won,
Receive our prayer, grant us Your peace within.
Alone, O Christ, You only are the Lord, 
At God’s right hand in majesty most high:
Who, with the Spirit worshiped and adored,
With all the heav’nly host we glorify.



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And with your spirit.
Pastor O God, our refuge and strength,

the author of all godliness,
hear the devout prayers of Your church,

especially in times of persecution,
and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain;

through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Congregation Amen.



READINGS
Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 50:15 - 21

15 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "It may be that Joseph 
will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him."16 So they sent a message 
to Joseph, saying, "Your father gave this command before he died,17 'Say to Joseph, Please 
forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.' And 
now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father." Joseph 
wept when they spoke to him.18 His brothers also came and fell down before him and 
said, "Behold, we are your servants."19 But Joseph said to them, "Do not fear, for am I in 
the place of God?20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to 
bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.21 So do not fear; I 
will provide for you and your little ones." Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to 
them.

After the reading:

Lector This is the Word of the Lord
Congregation Thanks be to God.



Epistle Reading: Romans 14:1 – 12 

1 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions.2 One person believes he may 
eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables.3 Let not the one who eats despise the one who 
abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him.4 

Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. 
And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.

5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be 
fully convinced in his own mind.6 The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who 
eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of 
the Lord and gives thanks to God.7 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself.8 For if we live, 
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 
Lord's.9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.

10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand 
before the judgment seat of God;11 for it is written,

"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall confess to God."
12 So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

After the reading:
Lector This is the Word of the Lord
Congregation Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter eighteen beginning at verse 
twenty-one.

Congregation Glory to You, O Lord.
21 Then Peter came up and said to him, "Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and 

I forgive him? As many as seven times?"22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you seven 
times, but seventy times seven.

23 "Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his servants.24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who 
owed him ten thousand talents.25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to 
be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made.26 So the 
servant fell on his knees, imploring him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.'27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and 
forgave him the debt.28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow 
servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, 
saying, 'Pay what you owe.'29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.'



30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt.31 When his 
fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they 
went and reported to their master all that had taken place.32 Then his master 
summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt 
because you pleaded with me.33 And should not you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?'34 And in anger his master delivered him to 
the jailers, until he should pay all his debt.35 So also my heavenly Father will do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart."

After the reading:

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord
Congregation Praise to You, O Christ.



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.



HYMN OF THE DAY Drawn to the Cross, which Thou Hast Blest
1. Drawn to the Cross, which Thou hast blest

With healing gifts for souls distrest,
To find in Thee my life, my rest, Christ Crucified, I come.

2. Thou knowest all my griefs and fears, 
Thy grace abused, My misspent years;
Yet now to Thee with contrite tears, Christ Crucified, I 
come.

3. Wash me and take away each stain; 
Let nothing of my sin remain.
For cleansing, though it be through pain, Christ Crucified, I 
come.

4. And then for work to do for Thee,
Which shall so sweet a service be 
That angels well might envy me, Christ Crucified, I come. 



SERMON

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs.
after each portion of the prayer:
Pastor Lord, in Your mercy,
Congregation hear our prayer.
Pastor   Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Congregation Amen.



LITANY (Sung)
Pastor In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For Pastor Holsten, our Pastor in Christ, for all the servants of the 

church and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.



Pastor For our public servants, for the government and those who protect 
us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good 
deed, let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection 

in this and every place let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people 
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 
mercy let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, 

and for peaceful times let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.



Pastor For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need let us 
pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ Let us 

give thanks to the Lord.
Congregation Alleluia.
Pastor Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
(Silence for meditation) 
Pastor Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, 

one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord.
Congregation To You, O Lord.



Pastor O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 
just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear 
of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the 
merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, God forever.

Congregation Amen.



Pastor Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name;
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Pastor Let us bless the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
PRAYER
Pastor Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we 

cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 
where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Congregation Amen.
BLESSING
Pastor The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the ✠ Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Congregation Amen.



CLOSING HYMN My Country, ‘Tis of Thee
1. My country, ‘tis of thee, Sweet land of liberty, Of thee I sing: 

Land where my fathers died, Land of the pilgrims’ pride, 
From every mountainside Let freedom ring.

2. My native country, thee, Land of the noble free, Thy name I 
love; 
I love thy rocks and rills, Thy woods and templed hills;
My heart with rapture thrills Like that above.

3. Let music swell the breeze, And ring from all the trees Sweet 
freedom’s song;
Let mortal tongues awake; Let all that breathe partake; 
Let rocks their silence break, The sound prolong.

4. Our fathers’ God, to thee, Author of liberty, To thee we sing: 
Long may our land be bright With freedom’s holy light. 
Protect us by thy might, Great God, our king.


