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Our service today is taken from Hymnal Supplement ’98.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PREPARATION

INVOCATION
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

CONFESSION
Pastor If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 
Congregation O Lord, who could stand?
Pastor But with You there is forgiveness;
Congregation therefore You are feared.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Pastor O almighty God, merciful Father, 
Congregation I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now and forever. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 



ENTRANCE HYMN Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 

1. Hosanna, loud hosanna
the little children sang;
through pillared court and temple
the lovely anthem rang.
To Jesus, who had blessed them,
close folded to his breast,
the children sang their praises,
the simplest and the best.

2.  From Olivet they followed
mid an exultant crowd,
the victory palm branch waving,
and chanting clear and loud.
The Lord of earth and heaven
rode on in lowly state,
nor scorned that little children
should on his bidding wait.

3.  "Hosanna in the highest!"
That ancient song we sing,
for Christ is our Redeemer,
the Lord of heaven, our King.
O may we ever praise him
with heart and life and voice,
and in his blissful presence
eternally rejoice. 



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And with your spirit.
Pastor Almighty and everlasting God,

You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ,
to take upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross.

Mercifully grant
that we may follow the example of His great humility and patience

and be made partakers of His resurrection;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Congregation Amen.



READINGS
Old Testament Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; 
righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10I will cut off 
the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak 
peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11As for you also, 
because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12Return to your 
stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double.

After the reading:

Lector This is the Word of the Lord
Congregation Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading: Philippians 2:5-11

5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped,7 but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men.8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name,10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,11 and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

After the reading:

Lector This is the Word of the Lord
Congregation Thanks be to God.



Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter fifteen, beginning at verse one.

Congregation Glory to You, O Lord.

   15:1 And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the 
whole Council. And they bound Jesus and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate.2 And Pilate asked him, 
"Are you the King of the Jews?" And he answered him, "You have said so."3 And the chief priests accused him of 
many things.4 And Pilate again asked him, "Have you no answer to make? See how many charges they bring 
against you."5 But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed.

6 Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom they asked.7 And among the rebels in 
prison, who had committed murder in the insurrection, there was a man called Barabbas.8 And the crowd came 
up and began to ask Pilate to do as he usually did for them.9 And he answered them, saying, "Do you want me to 
release for you the King of the Jews?"10 For he perceived that it was out of envy that the chief priests had 
delivered him up.11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release for them Barabbas instead.12 

And Pilate again said to them, "Then what shall I do with the man you call the King of the Jews?"13 And they cried 
out again, "Crucify him."14 And Pilate said to them, "Why, what evil has he done?" But they shouted all the more, 
"Crucify him."15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he 
delivered him to be crucified.

16 And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor's headquarters), and they called together 
the whole battalion.17 And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it 
on him.18 And they began to salute him, "Hail, King of the Jews!"19 And they were striking his head with a reed and 
spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to him.20 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the 
purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. And they led him out to crucify him.



21 And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry 
his cross.22 And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull).23 And they offered him wine mixed with 
myrrh, but he did not take it.24 And they crucified him and divided his garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide what 
each should take.25 And it was the third hour when they crucified him.26 And the inscription of the charge against him read, "The King 
of the Jews."27 And with him they crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on his left.28 29 And those who passed by derided him, 
wagging their heads and saying, "Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days,30 save yourself, and come down 
from the cross!"31 So also the chief priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, "He saved others; he cannot save 
himself.32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and believe." Those who were crucified 
with him also reviled him.

33 And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried 
with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"35 And some of the 
bystanders hearing it said, "Behold, he is calling Elijah."36 And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and 
gave it to him to drink, saying, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down."37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed 
his last.38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.39 And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that 
in this way he breathed his last, he said, "Truly this man was the Son of God!"

40 There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the 
younger and of Joses, and Salome.41 When he was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to him, and there were also many other 
women who came up with him to Jerusalem.

 
42 And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the Sabbath,43 Joseph of Arimathea, a 

respected member of the Council, who was also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked 
for the body of Jesus.44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have already died. And summoning the centurion, he asked him 
whether he was already dead.45 And when he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph.46 And 
Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of 
the rock. And he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb.47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was 
laid.



After the reading:

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord
Congregation Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.



HYMN OF THE DAY Ride on, Ride on in Majesty

1. Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Hark! All the tribes hosanna cry.
O Savior meek, pursue Thy road,
With palms and scattered garments strowed.

2. Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die.
O Christ, Thy triumphs now begin
O'er captive death and conquered sin.

3. Ride on, ride on in majesty!
The angel armies of the sky
Look down with sad and wond'ring eyes
To see the approaching sacrifice.

4. Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh.
The Father on His sapphire throne
Awaits His own anointed Son.

5. Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die.
Bow Thy meek head to mortal pain,
Then take, O God, Thy pow'r, and reign.



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs.
after each portion of the prayer:
Pastor Lord, in Your mercy,
Congregation hear our prayer.
Pastor   Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Congregation Amen.



LITANY (Sung)
Pastor In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For Pastor Holsten, our Pastor in Christ, for all the servants of the 

church and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.



Pastor For our public servants, for the government and those who protect 
us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good 
deed, let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection 

in this and every place let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people 
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 
mercy let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, 

and for peaceful times let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation Lord, have mercy.



Pastor For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need let us 
pray to the Lord.

Congregation Lord, have mercy.
Pastor For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ Let us 

give thanks to the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
Pastor Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
(Silence for meditation) 
Pastor Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, 

one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord.
Congregation To You, O Lord.



Pastor O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 
just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear 
of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the 
merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, God forever.

Congregation Amen.



Pastor Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name;
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Pastor Let us bless the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
PRAYER
Pastor Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we 

cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 
where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Congregation Amen.
BLESSING
Pastor The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the ✠ Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Congregation Amen.



CLOSING HYMN Crown Him With Many Crowns

1. Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne.
Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing of Him who died for thee,
And hail Him as thy matchless King through all eternity.

2. Crown Him the virgin's Son, the God incarnate born,
Whose arm those crimson trophies won which now His brow adorn;
Fruit of the mystic rose, yet of that rose the stem;
The root whence mercy ever flows, the Babe of Bethlehem.

3. Crown Him the Lord of love, behold His hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified.
No angels in the sky can fully bear that sight,
But downward bend their burning eyes at mysteries so bright.

4. Crown Him the Lord of life, who triumphed ov’r the grave,
And rose victorious in the strife for those He came to save.
His glories now we sing, Who died, and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.



IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK
We remember our nation and many nations, as terrorism remains a threat, and service in Afghanistan 
continues to be a danger. We pray for the safety of both soldiers and civilians in Afghanistan, and around the 
world. We pray for peace in the Mideast. We pray for God's help and protection for persecuted Christians 
throughout the world. We pray for victims of natural disasters throughout the world. We pray for victims of 
violence (and their loved ones) around the world. We pray for our nation and world as we continue in care in 
the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.

We pray for our church leaders and their loved ones, and our sister churches and their outreach: Rev. 
Matthew Harrison, our Synod President; Rev. Dr. Tony Steinbronn, our District President; and the African 
Immigrant congregations and missions. We pray for Rev. Dan Fenco and the Camino De Fe mission, Rev. 
Matt and Nyssa Lytikainen and Mile Square Church in Hoboken, Rev. Matthew Hass (pastor of Village 
Lutheran Church in Lanoka Harbor, NJ), and Naomi Vogt (serving as a teacher in Shanghai). We pray for Rev. 
Bob and Kristi Roegner, missionaries in Israel. We pray for the Comfort Dog Ministry at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church in Old Bridge. We pray for Lutheran Hour Ministries. We pray for St. Paul's families. We 
pray for St. Paul's youth and their parents. We pray for St. Paul’s Sunday School. We pray for St. Paul’s Bible 
Studies. We pray for those suffering from addiction.

We pray for those serving in the military: Capt. John Beddoe, Capt. Mark Buckman, Maj. Jake Butz, Cmdr. Jeff 
Dermody, Brian Grotz, Rolly Jarmin, Capt. Timothy Kuppler, Cmdr. Jeffrey Morin, T. Sgt. Ruth Presto, Laura 
Scott, Capt. Rance Thompson, 2nd Lt. John Trainor, Lt. David West and Shane Wojnar, serving with the Armed 
Forces (and all who serve in the Armed Forces).



We pray for our college and graduate students: Arianna Cavalli, Valerie Costeniuc, Sam del Corral, Lauren 
Graesser, Megan Hamlett, Alison Keil, David Keil, Kylie Keil, Casey and Courtney Luikert, Giulia Nicolai, 
Matthew Rojas, Brianna Ross, Emily Sposa, and James Steindl.
We pray for help, healing and God’s loving care in the lives of our loved ones: Beau Bowman, Ron Cavalli, 
Dan Cinquegrana, John Difabio, Bette Eifert, Jenna Forbes, Pat Gianotti, Marilyn Grieco, BJ Heinz, 
Christopher Huss, June Kuhn, Lois Lake, Doris Lange, Fran Lelkendey, Gary Lopes, Ruth McReynolds, Ed 
Miller, Linda Sue Olsen, Bev Otten, Danielle Potocek, José Rojas, Gloria Rubner,  Richard Ruhl and the 
residents and staff of Evergreen Court, Irma Schmuck, Delaney Westenhiser, and Anna Zulli 
ST. PAUL’S MISSION OF THE MONTH is Closter Welfare.



HOLY WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S

Sunday, March 28   9:00 AM – Bible Study
10:00 AM – Communion Service
10:15 AM – Online Worship Service 

Wednesday, March 31   4:15 PM – Confirmation Class

Thursday, April 1  7:15 PM -- Online Maundy Thursday Communion Service
 7:30 PM – Maundy Thursday Communion Service

Friday, April 2   1:00 PM – Outdoor Communion Service
  7:15 PM -- Online Tenebrae Service
  7:30 PM – Tenebrae Service

Sunday, April 4   8:30 AM – Outdoor Easter Communion Service
10:00 AM – Easter Service
10:15 AM -- Online Easter Worship Service


